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MIDO 2019 Anti-Counterfeiting Rules 

 

 

 

1. “SERVICE MODE” 
1.1. With express reference to Articles 25 and 26 of the general MIDO rules and to closer illustration of the 
service provided for over fifteen years, it is herein stated that the said Service, with dedicated telephone 
line and Internet connection for the duration of the Trade Fair, aims to protect the sole interests of the 
exhibitors with regard to their industrial and intellectual property rights. Information and/or interventions 
provided by the service will not be authorized for non-exhibitor third parties. 
1.2. It is absolutely forbidden to exhibit products in breach of property rights, copyright and rights on a 
non-patented model. In the event of breach of said obligation, the exhibitor shall be invited by the Anti-
Counterfeiting Service to remove all its products from the stand, subject to the possible application of 
point 3.6 below.  
1.3. In the event of breach of property rights, the exhibitor is obliged to first apply to the Anti-
Counterfeiting Service, reporting the fact and awaiting the Service’s intervention, before proceeding to 
take independent judicial or legal action that will, anyhow, be provided by the Service if so requested by 
the entitled party. Breach of the aforesaid rule, in the absence of reasonable motivation, will entitle the 
MIDO service to exclude the exhibitor from future trade fair events. 
 
2. “SCOPE AND OBLIGATIONS” 
2.1. The Anti-Counterfeiting Service ensures the daily presence, for the full duration of the Trade Fair, of 
personnel fluent in two languages, and experienced in the areas of trademarks, patents, designs and 
copyrights. An information and consulting service shall be provided free of charge for exhibitors. It shall 
centre on the legal means provided for protection and shall also be a landmark for consultants and 
professionals employed by exhibitors. These subjects, if they so wish, can make an appointment with 
Service providers during the days of the exhibition. 
2.2. The Anti-Counterfeiting Service collects relevant documentation on disputes and also photographic 
evidence of the offence at the site of the Trade Fair while carrying out the debate between the 
requesting party and the party specified as committing the breach. The Service has the authority to 
remove the contested products for the entire duration of the exhibition, when possible, from the 
exhibition stands, following a preliminary investigation performed to inquire into the soundness of the 
dispute. 
2.3. The Anti-Counterfeiting Service draws up and sends Mido notices - invitations to exhibitors who 
are specified as committing an alleged breach. The Service shall carry out negotiations out of court and 
provide written evidence thereof to the parties in the form of Minutes of the Dispute. 
2.4. The Anti-Counterfeiting Service undertakes not to disclose the information gained through 
performance of its function, save for the mandatory final report that shall be sent by the Protection 
Service to the Mido Secretariat. 
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3. “SERVICE” 
3.1. Upon initiative taken by the party (only exhibitors) or by authorities in the event of very serious 
breach committed during the exhibition. Said initiative shall be taken by the Service. 
3.2. The exhibitor (in the person of the Stand Manager) who plans on applying to the Anti-Counterfeiting 
Service, shall visit the appointed offices to provide a summary description of the alleged breach, and to  
submit the proprietary licenses, which underpin the request and are proof of the asserted right. Failing 
said entitlement, the Service shall not be able to ensure a timely and priority intervention, but shall help 
the exhibitor find the licenses, when feasible. 
3.3. The Service shall conduct a summary investigation and study of the relevant enclosed documentation 
prior to the decision that either acknowledges or rejects the request. The Service shall then proceed, 
when necessary, to send the exhibitor who is specified as committing said alleged breach, the MIDO 
notice-invitation, which shall be personally delivered by Service staff to the stand accused of committing 
said breach. 
3.4. The exhibitor who receives a Mido notice-invitation is obliged to sign a confirmation of receipt and 
to provide its personal details. For no reason can it refuse Anti-Counterfeiting Service staff access to its 
stand. 
3.5. In the event of failure to sign the notice-invitation, Mido reserves the right to finally implement the 
closure of the stand. 
3.6. If the Anti-Counterfeiting Service, following an intervention requested by an exhibitor or, anyhow, by 
its own initiative, detects, in the course of the event, the exhibition to the public of products bearing 
counterfeit brands or exhibited without the relevant license and or authorization of the legal owner, the 
Service shall report the detected breach to the General Administration of Mido, which may state said 
event to invoke valid termination of the exhibiting contract and order immediate closure of the stand of 
the exhibitor who carried out the reported breach. 
 
4. “EFFECTIVENESS” 
4.1. The Minutes of the Dispute, which shall be drawn up by the Anti-Counterfeiting Service and signed by 
the parties to confirm acceptance of its contents, shall provide full evidence of the events described, 
unless other more extensive rights are legally relevant for protection of the rights of said parties. 
4.2. The exhibition of counterfeit products resulting from the final report drawn up by the Anti-
Counterfeiting Service personnel and centered on all interventions implemented, at the end of each Mido 
trade fair event, will entitle Mido to exclude the exhibitor who has been responsible for exhibiting 
counterfeit products from future trade fairs.  
 
5. “RESPONSIBILITY” 
5.1. In no case may the Anti-Counterfeiting Service and/or MIDO be held liable for any damage caused in 
the exercise of their functions in the trade fair, nor for any statements made by the parties during the 
debate and signed in the Minutes of the Debate. Therefore, any and every complaint shall be addressed, if 
the party requests an intervention, to the party who requested said intervention. 
 
6. “ELECTIVE DOMICILE” 
6.1. Exhibitors shall establish their elective domicile at the Milan Trade Fair with reference to the 
contents of these Rules, which are under Italian Law. 


